The European Society of Surgical Oncology.
Surgery is the key to local tumor control and survival in the vast majority of cancer patients. Optimally performed oncological operations, based both on a profound knowledge of the disease and on organ-based technical expertise are therefore essential. In this field the multinational European Society of Surgical Oncology (ESSO) wants to play a pivotal role, improving surgical treatment and encouraging and promoting education and training in surgical oncology at all levels. To achieve this goal the ESSO is of the opinion that recognition of surgical oncology as a separate subspecialty has to pursued.